support both in their lives and 
work; the need for improved com- 
munication and consultation with- 
in the church; and the need to 
strengthen and complement parish 
work. 

The contents, based on a sum- 
mary survey of over 100 organiza- 
tions conducted by the Glenmary 
Research Center, indicates that 
there are three types of area min- 
istries represented by different types 
of organizations. The support group, 
the advisory group, and the action 
group. 

Eight of the nine chapters pre- 
sent case studies of eight organi- 
zations engaged in area ministry 
in rural America. The cases are 
wide-ranging and diverse, both in 
scope and geography 

An appendix gives definitions of 
terms used throughout the book; 
another appendix presents sample 
contributions and guidelines. 

Although the book is primarily 
focused on rural areas, the truth 
is that the underlying premise of 


<rea ministry is applicable to par- 
ishes in other settings as well. The 
idecs revolving around social and 
religious problems set forth in the 
bock have a usefulness to most par- 
ish priesis. In eddition, the cases 
provide fascinating reading apart 
from their sociological implications. 
A gcod investment of both time and 
money. 
Stanley M. Grabowski 
Boston, Ma. 
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